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Waste your money
and you're only out of
money, but waste
your time and you've
lost a part of your

life.
Michael LeBoeuf
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Work is Life.
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Life teaches us
to make good
use of TIME,

L e
‘feaches us the
“Value of LIFE.
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W Sectiar

Another Kind of Soft Clash of Civilization

Asfter you look at the above pictures, do you

notice something, which is similar and different be-
tween the picture (A) and the picture (B)? You may.

The first picture is a photograph of an Ara-
kanese girl and the second one is a poster, which is an
advertisement. The difference between the two could
be a photo and a poster. The similarity could be — both
of them are girls’ pictures and they all have something
on their faces, especially on cheeks.

The beautiful Arakanese girl in the picture
wore traditional Thanakha on her face by the time of
the photo was taken . According to Burmese-English
dictionary, the translation of Thanakha is ‘a kind of

By Oo Thein Maung

Theatre

tree the bark and root of which are used in making a
fragrant paste for cosmetic purposes.’ It is a traditional
make-up for almost every Arakanese or Burmese girl.
In the second picture, it was just a stamp on the cheek
of the girl of that poster.

Let me explain you the background history of
this true story.

| was a student worker at our college, the Col-
lege of DuPage. | worked under the Student Activities
office as a ‘Posting Clerk.” Prime duty of a posting
clerk was to deliver weekly all posters and banners in
classrooms, lounges, walls and notice boards of the
main campus of the college.
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All posters and banners needed to be stamped
before they were posted. The stamp expressed about
the “‘Removal Date’ of each banner or poster.

Having a removal date on a poster played the
vital role in process of a posting job because the old
posters were replaced by new ones based upon that
date. On a poster, | usually stamped on any place of it,
where | could obviously see.

In October 2006, | had received a poster from
the Art Center of our college, which was the second
picture (B) of the above. The poster was about a play,
“The Glory of Living’ that had a beautiful girl's face as
you see in the picture. The place to be stamped on
poster was chosen on her cheek for two sensible rea-
sons:

e There was no other spot to be stamped except
on the girl's face because the whole poster was
black. Since | needed to clearly see the re-
moval date, | stamped on the white space,
which was on the girl’s face.

e | let she wore Thanakha on her face. In the pic-
ture, originally, she was beautiful, but I felt
that she was more beautiful and more charm-
ing with Thanakha (stamp) on her cheek.

About one week later | posted those posters,
our supervisor of Student Activities office got a phone
call from the Art Center. The call was concerned with
that my unique poster. The person who had responsi-
bility for that poster from Art Center said that the
poster became ugly because of the stamp on the girl’s
face.

In my eyes, she was beautiful, attractive, unique and
more lovely. If I intently looked at her face, | could
even imagine that | smelled the fragrance of
Thanakha. For the other person who was from differ-
ent background and culture’s eyes, it was unattractive
and unpleasant.

Who was wrong in this case? Nobody. It was just di-
verse feelings, views, opinions and perspectives of
people who came from different backgrounds, cultures
and beliefs. In other words, it was another kind of soft
clash of civilization.

' A HA BN EEEEN)

Another point of
view on the Camel's
story

By Kaung Myat San

Thisisa story that |
read when | was in
high school.

Once, a Camel
started a journey. He
carried a bundle of
straw for his food on
his way to journey.
It seemed to me that
he consumed some
of the straw along

the way.

During the route, the remaining straw became
heavier and heavier as he crossed a river. Weighted by
the wet straw, he did not continue his journey any
longer. And then he threw it. After that, he remarked
“Well, now | feel very light and comfortable by
throwing this burden!”

In fact, he carried that bundle of straw as his
ration or food. He threw it because it became heavier
by wetting with water, and he was unable to continue
his journey. Not because it is useless but because it is
very hard to go on by carrying that heavy item.

We can consider in another way. If he wanted
to carry it in necessity, he could wait and make it dry
under the sunshine.

However, it could be delay to reach his setting
destination by doing all these.

Our life is made up of time?

I think the situation, like a river, changed his
ration into burden; the useful thing into trash.
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In the same way, along the journey of our life,
there are many things to throw or leave or abandon
what we brought in the beginning until we arrive at
our setting destination. They will be some ideas,
works, chances and opportunities.

The reason why we should have to throw or
leave is not that all these things are useless. It is be-
cause taking risk and giving sacrifices are unavoidable
things to get what we want and what we want to be.

In business, “Big risk, big benefit” is well-
known. There will be no successful business neither
taking risks nor giving sacrifices. Similarity, there is
no way to get achievement our goals in life either tak-
ing risks or giving sacrifices.

We consume and grasp ideas, thoughts, con-
cepts and opportunities in different ages and stages in
all the walks of life.

Day by day, we should have to throw what we
grasp and what we consume (ideas, thoughts, concepts
and opportunities) in connection with our ages and
experiences,

It is sure that there will be many things to
throw or abandon. As a result, there will be some col-
lections after crossing rivers of life, one after another.

But, it is not easy to make decision what to
throw and what to hold in our daily life.

“Grasp All, Lose All”,

It is impossible to grasp all the things. We
should have to have courage to make a choice;

“Throw, Or Hold”.

To reach our destination, we should to take the
compulsory and the necessity.

Nevertheless, everyone needs to throw or
abandon or leave something on the way of his or her
life journey to get the setting goals or destinations.

DARE TO THROW SOMETHING!
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Thursday Admirer

By Su Mwan Phroe
(05.January.2013)

On Thursday,
Darlings are born
They...

Love me
Leave, Lift, and Lose Me

They...
Care me
Curse, Coach and Chill me

They...
Believe me
Hug, Wait, and Kiss Me

ButI...
Hurt them
Forget, insult, and quit them

I...
Use them
Abandon, neglect, and complicate them

I...This madam
Did them to them

Thursday,
Your tolerance, Passion, help
Courage, forgiveness, truthfulness
Tenderness, soul, age and beauty

Your
Charm, power, fear
Grace, honesty, laziness
Warm heart, romance and Stupidity

Your
Loving, kindness, loyalty
Arms, persistence and lips
Wit, emotion and decision

I...This madam
Melt in regret because I used to forsake them
all
I am all on my knees now
My prides fall down to the base strong
I owed you all the debts just because I gave you
up once

My Thursday....
Please realize what I have realized
[ want to live
I want to love
I want to hold
You are my best friend
You are my lover
You are my Joy
you are my Sadness
So, I want to Love you again
My Thursday.....Oh...my...

(M A EEEEEEN
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